
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AB 3256 (GARCIA ET AL.) TO PRIORITIZE EQUITY, JOB CREATION AND COMMUNITY 
CLIMATE RESILIENCE  
 
TO:  Members of Governor Newsom’s Task Force on Business and Jobs Recovery 
FROM:  90+ Organizations that Signed on to Just Recovery Recommendations for Governor Newsom's Task Force  
 
THE CHALLENGE 
The impacts and risks from COVID-19 are dramatically different depending on who you are and where you live — whether 
you have a good job, access to healthcare, stable housing, and paid sick leave. Working class communities of color 
including Latinx, Black, AAPI, and Indigenous communities are being hit hardest by COVID-19 and are feeling the impacts 
of the collapsing global economy, health system, and social safety net as a result of the pandemic. The simultaneous and 
ongoing threats from the climate crisis such as wildfires and extreme heat days will inevitably worsen these unequal 
health outcomes and economic conditions. The overlapping impacts of the pandemic alongside climate change 
necessitates a targeted response that prioritizes the needs of communities with the least resources to respond. In short, 
COVID-19 vulnerability is environmental vulnerability. 
 
THE SOLUTION 
In the wake of COVID-19, we strongly encourage the development of a bond proposal that meets a triple bottom line of (1) 
creating genuine economic stimulus, (2) meeting community climate resiliency needs, and (3) centering equity to support 
communities hit hardest by COVID-19 and climate change. Funding and quickly deploying programs that can help ease 
the economic burden and create safer living environments for these families must be a priority. California already 
operates multiple cost-saving and climate-helping programs that can meet this challenge but more is needed. The 
following are recommendations for equitable investments and projects that will support communities hit hardest by 
COVID-19 and climate change. In addition to the new programs we outline below, we encourage continued investment in 
existing foundational programs in light of COVID-19 that we know have a track record of delivering critical and meaningful 
impact in the places that need it the most. These programs must meet minimum investment thresholds in priority 
communities (35 percent) established by SB 535 (De León, 2012) and AB 1550 (Gomez, 2016) that should now increase to 
address the devastating impacts of COVID-19.  
 
Invest Bond Funding in Programs that Deliver Meaningful Community Benefits 
 
New Programs 

● Community Resilience Centers. Emergency funding for neighborhood-based essential service providers offering 
crisis response is needed to address increased costs and support the uninterrupted delivery of essential social 
and health resources and outreach services in response to the current pandemic. Grants and subsidies should be 
offered to community institutions providing emergency response services at eligible existing community facilities 
such as senior and youth centers, park and recreation sites, libraries, health clinics, schools, food banks, 
emergency shelters, healthcare centers, and places of worship. In order to protect communities from the additive 
and immediate threats anticipated from future wildfires, power outages, and evacuations, these community 
facilities should also be offered funding to secure additional emergency resources and staffing to provide delivery 
of clean backup power, drinking water, air filters, cooling, food storage, and economic and emergency assistance. 
This assistance could include financial support for emergency supplies (e.g., water, food, travel support, shelter). 
Establishment of resilient hubs should involve developing community-based emergency evacuation plans and 
routes especially for the elderly, disabled, linguistically isolated, and rural communities. Access to these facilities 
must be intentionally designed to be safe and inclusive to all community residents regardless of immigration 
status. 

 
● Distributed Clean Energy Systems. Distributed clean energy systems (e.g., rooftop solar, storage, demand 

response, microgrids) are a powerful tool for reducing harm from power outages while at the same time 
improving air quality and offering economic savings. In the face of growing wildfire threats, this infrastructure is 
drastically needed for medically dependent residents, working-class communities, and community facilities. We 
urge the State to further invest in clean, zero-emission, and community-led microgrids that integrate energy 
efficiency, renewable distributed generation, energy storage, and other technologies in low-income housing and 
community facilities to protect communities from wildfires and associated power outages. 
 

Foundational Programs 
● Low-Income Weatherization Program. The COVID crisis reveals that it is more vital than ever to ensure our 

residents’ homes are healthy, clean, and structurally resilient. Housing retrofits, such as those delivered through 
the Low-Income Weatherization Program, improve ventilation, energy efficiency, weatherization, and hardening to 
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support affordable and high-quality public housing units. Streamlining delivery of energy upgrades and home 
health remediation efforts is also being undertaken with the implementation of APEN-sponsored bill AB 1232: 
Healthy Homes Act (Gloria, 2019), which will ensure that disadvantaged communities can access and maximize 
these integrated benefits quickly. Other strategies to promote home-based resilience that could be integrated 
alongside this program include offering financial support for air conditioning access and use to combat the health 
impacts of extreme heat as well as innovative insurance policies to finance pre- and post-disaster home repairs. 

 
● Urban and Community Forestry/Urban Greening. Lessons learned during the COVID crisis have only served to 

reinforce the need to ensure all communities have access to green space and trees to support strong mental and 
physical health. No less than six studies over the last six weeks have linked air pollution to higher coronavirus 
death rates and kids with asthma in heavy air pollution areas to greater coronavirus risk.  Trees and associated 1

urban green infrastructure are critical human health tools that pull pollutants out of the atmosphere while also 
mitigating for urban heat islands, reducing risks from flooding, and reducing greenhouse gases.  
 

● Transformative Climate Communities. This program advances community-led decision-making to address the 
needs of residents and achieve local transformation. Multiple emission-reducing services delivered in a 
coordinated way — like affordable solar-powered housing with access to public transit and active transportation 
— can transform long-neglected neighborhoods into models of economic and environmental sustainability. 
Funding should support development and implementation of robust climate adaptation and resilience plans and 
projects that are community-driven and respond to community-identified needs. 

 
Invest Bond Funding in Resilient Workforce Development and Training 
As job opportunities are created through bond investments, we recommend the following: 

● For all projects funded by the bond, at least 40% of total hours worked must go toward individuals with 
employment barriers and at least 50% of total business contracts must go to disadvantaged business enterprises. 

● Prioritize workforce education and training, contractor, and job opportunities for disadvantaged communities and 
vulnerable populations. 

● Require at least 20% of journeyman hours to be performed by apprentices. 
● Include the use of a community benefits agreement, community workforce agreement, or project labor 

agreement. 
● Contract with disadvantaged business enterprises, including minority-, women-, and veteran-owned small 

businesses. 
● Require private contractors and subcontractors to demonstrate relevant certifications, safety protocols, and high 

road labor standards, such as payment of prevailing wages. 
● Coordinate with local state-approved apprenticeship programs, local building trade councils, or the California 

Conservation Corps and certified community conservation corps for recruitment and to strengthen local job 
pathways. 

● Prioritize public sector employment. 
● Protect both homecare workers and their clients who are on the frontlines of resilience for many of our most 

vulnerable populations including the elderly, disabled, and immuno-compromised. 
● Expand the public sector workforce to effectively respond to any shock event and provide crucial social services 

that form the safety net. A well-trained public sector workforce dedicated to resilience (e.g., social workers, public 
health nurses, community health nurses, counselors, and educators) would increase capacity for a coordinated 
and effective emergency response in partnership with community advocates. 

● Explore establishing a jobs guarantee to all state residents willing to work. We will need a robust workforce for the 
near-term COVID-19 recovery and for the long-term climate fight. These will include jobs in sustainable energy and 
energy efficiency retrofitting, mass transit and “complete streets” that promote safe bike and pedestrian traffic, 
electric vehicle charging infrastructure deployment, regional food systems based on sustainable organic 
agriculture, clean manufacturing, infrastructure, and public services. 

 
Provide Funding For Capacity Building And Technical Assistance: At least 10% of bond funds should be allocated to 
technical assistance and capacity building to support priority communities with the least resources and help ensure they 
have access to programs and funding opportunities. 
 

1 “New Research Links Air Pollution to Higher Coronavirus Death Rates.” New York Times. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/07/climate/air-pollution-coronavirus-covid.html; “Kids with asthma who live near heavy air pollution face greater risk 
from coronavirus.” Environmental Health News. https://www.ehn.org/children-asthma-coronavirus-2645618537.html 



Include Anti-displacement Provisions: The bond should include anti-displacement provisions, especially for any 
infrastructure projects for disadvantaged communities and vulnerable populations because these projects can lead to 
gentrification and displacement. 
 
The recommendations above are an expansion of concepts included in the Just Recovery Recommendations for Governor 
Newsom's Task Force, which was supported by the 90+ organizations below. While the organizations below support the overall 
concepts, they have not yet had a chance to review the detailed recommendations we shared in this letter. 
 
Please contact Sona Mohnot (sonam@greenlining.org) for more information about the recommendations.  
 
Sona Mohnot 
The Greenlining Institute 
 
Miya Yoshitani 
Asian Pacific Environmental Network (APEN) 
 
Tiffany Wong  
Strategic Concepts in Organizing and Political Education (SCOPE) 
 
Zoe Siegal 
Greenbelt Alliance 
 
Chuck Mills 
California ReLeaf 
 
Gloria Ohland 
Move LA 
 
Chanell Fletcher 
ClimatePlan 
 
Maricela Morales 
Central Coast Alliance United for A Sustainable 
Economy (CAUSE) 
 
Matthew Baker 
Planning and Conservation League 
 
Jessica Meaney 
Investing in Place 
 
Joe Donlin 
Strategic Actions for a Just Economy (SAJE) 
 
David Diaz 
Active San Gabriel Valley 
 
Jonathan Matz 
Safe Routes Partnership 
 
Gershon Bialer 
Sunrise Bay Area 
 
Effie Turnbull Sanders 
SLATE-Z 
 
Linda Rudolph 
Center for Climate Change and Health 
 
Crystal Huang 
People Power Solar Cooperative 
 
Sean Bothwell 
California Coastkeeper Alliance 
 
Antonio Diaz 
PODER SF 
 
Ellie M. Cohen 
The Climate Center 
 
Richard Marcantonio 
Public Advocates Inc. 
 
David Braun 
Rootskeeper 
 

Jasmine Leek 
Third City Coalition 
 
Kevin D. Hamilton 
Central California Asthma Collaborative 
 
Lauren Weston 
Acterra: Action for a Healthy Planet 
 
Harold Goldstein 
Public Health Advocates 
 
Bryn Lindblad 
Climate Resolve 
 
Benjamin Zank 
East Bay Democratic Socialists of America 
 
Julia Hatton 
Rising Sun Energy Center 
 
Dillon Delvo 
Little Manila Rising 
 
Abigail Ramirez 
Latino Coalition for a Healthy California 
 
Darryl Sarmiento 
Communities for A Better Environment 
 
Sammy Nunez 
Fathers & Families of San Joaquin 
 
Al Weinrub 
Local Clean Energy Alliance 
 
Veronica Tovar  
Catholic Charities Environmental Justice Program 
 
Katherine McNenny 
Industrial District Green 
 
Claire Robinson 
Amigos de los Rios 
 
Joshua Stark 
TransForm 
 
Torri Estrada 
Carbon Cycle Institute 
 
Jim Lindburg 
Friends Committee on Legislation of California 
 
Jennifer Savage 
Surfrider Foundation 
 
Baldwin Moy 
Madera Coalition for Community Justice 
 
Jose Leon-Barraza 
Southeast Fresno Community Economic Development Association 
(SEFCEDA) 
 
Lauren Welch 
Urban Corps of San Diego County 
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Kenda Templeton 
Promotores Unidas Para La Educacion Nacional Tecnologias 
Sostenibles (PUENTES) 
 
Mary Kay Benson 
350 Butte County 
 
Michelle Sevilla 
350 Santa Barbara 
 
Marty Martinson 
Department of Health Education at San Francisco State University 
 
Medha Chandra 
Pesticide Action Network 
 
Michelle Romero 
Green For All, a program of Dream Corps  
 
Liza Chu 
Asian Americans Advancing Justice – California 
 
Caroline Farrell 
Center for Race, Poverty, and Environment 
 
Andrea Vidaurre 
Center for Community Action and Environmental Justice 
 
Juliana Gonzalez 
The Watershed Project 
 
Rico Mastrodonato 
Trust for Public Land 
 
Lisa Engdahl 
Clean & Green Pomona 
 
Esther Rivera 
California Walks 
 
Mona N. Cummings 
Tree Fresno 
 
Alan Weiner 
350 Conejo/San Fernando Valley 
 
Gavin Raders 
Planting Justice 
 
Stuart  Wood 
Sustainable Claremont 
 
Jan Mignone 
Richmond Trees 
 
Melissa Iger 
Tree Foundation of Kern 
 
Elena Karoulina  
Sustainable Solano 
 
Gabby Trejo 
Sacramento Area Congregations Together 
 
John Yi 
Los Angeles Walks 
 
Carolina Martinez 
Environmental Health Coalition 
 
Sandy Emerson 
Fossil Free California 
 
Catherine Garoupa White 
Central Valley Air Quality Coalition (CVAQ) 
 
Susannah Churchill 
Vote Solar 
 
 

Leticia Romero Valentin 
North Bay Organizing Project 
 
Bruce Reznik 
Los Angeles Waterkeeper 
 
Cindy Montañez 
TreePeople 
 
Solange Gould 
Human Impact Partners 
 
Diana Vasquez 
California Environmental Justice Alliance 
 
Belinda Faustinos 
Nature for All 
 
Belinda Faustinos 
OurWaterLA 
 
Tori Kjer 
Los Angeles Neighborhood Land Trust 
 
Lauren Ahkiam & Agustin Cabrera 
Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy (LAANE) 
 
Ron Sundergill 
National Parks Conservation Association 
 
Fatima Malik 
Green Technical Education and Employment 
 
Antony V. López 
Avenal Historical Society & Museum 
 
Michael Flynn 
Common Vision 
 
Markos Major 
Climate Action Now! 
 
Rosa L. Rivera Furumoto 
Parent Pioneers-Padres Pioneros 
 
Mayor Michael Tubbs 
City of Stockton 
 
Susan Silber 
NorCal Resilience Network 
 
Paul Francis 
KIGT 
 
Laurie Litman 
350 Sacramento 
 
Alicia Brown 
WALKSacramento 
 
Catherine Martineau 
Canopy 


