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The great recession is 
now over!?now over!?
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The recession for 
Latinos and African Latinos and African 
Americans is not over!
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Blacks and Latinos have lost more 
economic ground than whites

The gap in economic security 
b  l  f l  d between people of color and 
whites has widened.

El Poder Verde



The economic security of Latinos The economic security of Latinos 
and Blacks lags behind whites’ in 
good times and often falls faster in good times and often falls faster in 
bad times when we consider data 
on employment, wages, income, p y g
health insurance coverage, 
retirement plan participation, 
h hi   t  thomeownership, or poverty rates.
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In California, Latino market share In California, Latino market share 
tops 18%
› Largest Latino market in the US

$249 billion annually
› 408% increase over 1990 

15% of CA businesses are Latino-
owned

B t 36 6% f th  l ti  i  L ti
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› But 36.6% of the population is Latino



Will G  j b  l  th  Will Green jobs close the 
disparity gap on wages, 
i  h lth i  income, health insurance, 
retirement plan participation 

d t ?and poverty?
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“With t th  it  t  t k “Without the capacity to track 
progress over time, progress 

t b  hi d ”cannot be achieved.”
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“I am sorry, but we do not track 
or have access to this kind of 
information.” 

CEC Staffer
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Track the data.  Consider 
legislation if agencies refuse to g g
cooperate.
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CA utilities will spend $132 billion 
ratepayer dollars to reach 
Governor’s 33% renewable goal

Utilities currently spending $740m 
with Latino-owned businesses
› Only 5.5% of total spend
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Green Jobs is more than blue collar Green Jobs is more than blue collar 
jobs.
Latinos deserve to be Green 
Business Owners as wellBusiness Owners as well.
Latinos should be Green Venture 
Capitalists.p
Latinos should be the engineers and 
scientists developing green 
technologiestechnologies.
Latinos should be homeowners that 
can afford the Hybrid vehicle and 

l  l
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solar panels.



Ownership and asset-
building are essential   building are essential.  
Don’t just focus on blue 

ll  j bcollar jobs.
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Engage renewable energy sector
› First Solar

O l   L ti   th  b d  N  Only one Latino on the board. No 
Latinos on executive staff.

› Solyndray
$500m ARRA loan guarantee to build 
new Fremont plant
No diversity commitmentsNo diversity commitments

Millions in profits from ratepayer-
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p p y
funded renewable contracts



Engage the private sector.  
Leverage public subsidies, loans, 
tax breaks, to facilitate 
discussions.
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When CA taxpayer or ratepayer 
dollars are involved, recipient 
companies must have public 
commitments to diversity

› Workforce diversity (Green Jobs)
› Supplier diversity (Green Business pp y (

Owners)
› Management and board diversity 

(Hi h L l E ti  P iti )
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(High Level Executive Positions)



Green regulators like CEC & ARB 
should set GO 156-like (diversity) 
goals for the companies they 
regulate.
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Green Investments should target 
those most harmed by pollution.

› Those facing disproportionate 
financial hardship in going green

› Investments should target areas with 
high unemployment and high 

ll tipollution
› AB 1405: Community Benefits Fund 

(DeLeon and Perez)
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(DeLeon and Perez)



Ensure agencies are tracking data – jobs 
i  t  L tigoing to Latinos

Direct investments to underserved areas 
that suffer most from climate change
K  J b  i  C lif iKeep Jobs in California
Ensure low and moderate income 
households see real energy savings
E  th t ll b i  i  l Ensure that small businesses receive real 
incentives that enable them to compete 
with big business.
Measure air quality on a regular basis in Measure air quality on a regular basis in 
Latino communities to ensure real health 
impacts 
Engage Philanthropic leaders
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Engage Philanthropic leaders
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