CALIFORNIA’S
INVESTMENTS IN
HIGHER EDUCATION
VS. INCARCERATION

Currently, there are about 173,000
inmates and 56,500 employees op-
erating under the $10 billion an-
nual budget for California’s pris-
ons. By contrast, over three million
students and 250,000 faculty and
staff members populate the state’s
public universities and community
colleges with just $2 billion more.?
California prisons and public uni-
versities are both funded by the
state’s discretionary budget and
must compete for the non-
mandated portion of the state’s
budget. Prisons and universities
have the same target constituency,
young adults

In 2007-08 the state will increase
prison spending by 9%, whereas
the higher education budget will
only increase by 6%. Furthermore,
analysts project that higher educa-
tion spending will grow around
5% a year, while prison spending

will grow by at least 9% annually.?
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One of the strongest threads in California’s economic and
social fabric has been the long-standing commitment to af-
fordable, high quality postsecondary education. Since the
inception of the Master Plan for Higher Education in 1960,

the ability of California public universities to provide a
pathway to a better life for individual citizens while sus-
taining and growing one of the world’s most vibrant econo-
mies has been unmatched. But more recently, California
state has invested less in higher education and far more in

prisons. “Tough on crime” legislation over the last two dec-
ades has led to disproportionate funding for prisons. We

are now faced with tough decisions about the state’s cur-
rent priorities and how we invest in our future.

At the University of California,
Berkeley, African Americans make
up 3% of the population and Lati-
nos 11%.4 Meanwhile, in California
prisons, African Americans make
30% of the populations and Lati-
nos nearly 40%.5

Educations

Support for higher education has
slipped from 17% of the state gen-
eral fund budget in 1976 to 11% in

2006. The result is that students are

paying a greater share of higher
education costs and to pay those
costs they are assuming greater
debt.

Non-fee related costs increased
from $7,355 to $9,689 (32%) at UC
and from $6,533 to $7,881 (21%) at
CSU. The net result is that the total
cost of attending California’s pub-
lic four-year universities is no
longer the bargain it once was

compared to the rest of the nation.

In 2003, approximately 2.2 million
students were enrolled either full-
time or part-time at CCC, CSU,
and UC. Since 1995, college and
university enrollment grew stead-
ily until a decline in 2003, coincid-
ing with a 30% fee increase.

The Governor’s 2007-08 State
Budget includes mandatory resi-
dent student fee increases of 10%
for the CSU and 7% for UC.

Incarceration

In 1980, California had 12 prisons
and correctional officers made ap-
proximately $21,000 per year. By
2000, there were 33 prisons in Cali-
fornia and correctional officers’
salaries more than doubled to over
$50,000.

The California Department of Cor-
rections has been virtually immune
from budget cuts and typically
overspends its budget. From 1990
to 2002 department overspending
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California correctional officers,
already the highest-paid in the na-
tion, have been averaging pay in-
creases of more than 10% a year.

Their contract grants them better
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$90,000 per year. Both have a 70%
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year. Student fees have increased
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falls of state funding.
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